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Introduction 

Background Information 
Welcome dear reader. In case you have no idea what WAG Symbols is all about, 
allow me to clarify this first. The acronym WAG stands for Women’s Artistic 
Gymnastics which is the Olympic Sports discipline practiced by women on these 
apparatuses: vault, balance beam, uneven bars and floor. 
 
What all spectators can see is it is a magnificent sport to look at, and of course a fine 
sport to practice you yourself. But what many people cannot see is that there are 
almost always a couple of guys/women dressed in blue – the judges – sitting nearby 
the apparatus writing down every single movement the gymnast makes. They need to 
do this because they have to award the gymnast a score that is related to the difficulty 
of the exercise. For most judges it is just impossible to remember the complete routine 
and calculate a score without any written notes. 
 
This is where the WAG Symbols kick in. In the 1980’s some smart people from East-
Germany developed a script that enabled the judges to write down the elements during 
the execution of the routine. This script was brought to the international gymnastics 
federation (FIG) and a couple of years later it was common practice to use the script 
in all competitions world-wide. Today the script is understood by judges as well as 
coaches. 
 
The next step in its evolution is that the script is understood by all gymnastics fans. 
Because it takes a single line of symbols to describe a complete routine, it should be 
normal that gymnasts with there own website publish their routines using these 
symbols.  
 
Until the arrival of the software application “WAG Symbols”, the script was known 
only to people involved as coach or judge. Our software solutions will help other 
people to learn and use this useful gymnastics script. The WAG Symbols application 
is the first product of its kind: it enables a computer to work with the symbol script. It 
is the primary tool you need if you want to insert gymnastics elements in your text 
documents. 
 

What’s in this Manual? 
A significant part of the manual describes things you need to do just once. They are 
located in the first two chapters. 
 
System Requirements is one of the chapters you want to read before buying the 
product. 
 
Trial, Registration and Activation explains how to deal with the anti-piracy logic 
that is built in. Everybody can download a free 30-day trial, but this trial version 
induces a couple extra windows during startup. After buying the product, you need to 
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register and activate the product. After activation the anti-piracy windows won’t 
bother you again. 
 
The next two chapters describe how to work with the application. In Working with 
WAG Symbols 1.2.0 we show you the capabilities of the application and how to use 
it. The last chapter – WAG Symbols in Third Party Applications – is a chapter that 
can be rewritten every day because it explains how other applications handle the 
symbols that you are trying to insert. You should realize that we needed to use very 
modern technology in order to get the WAG symbols on your computer screen. 
Although we used only international standards – standards that every software 
developer should adhere to – not every software application handles it the way it 
should. This last chapter describes the efforts you need to do to get the WAG Symbols 
working in other applications. There are many third party applications capable of 
working with text so you should understand that we at gymnastics-software can never 
have all these applications running on our computers. The list presented is therefore 
somewhat limited to the applications we can test in our office. 
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System Requirements 
 
The WAG Symbols application has been developed on Windows XP Professional, 
Service Pack 2. 
 
It has been tested on these systems: 
·  Windows XP Professional, Service Pack 2 
 
Although never tested, it should run on these systems as well: 
·  Windows 2000 
·  Windows 98 
·  Windows 98 Second Edition 
·  Windows ME 
·  Windows NT (version 4.0 requires service pack 6a) 
·  Windows Server 2003 Service Pack 1 for Itanium-based Systems 
·  Windows Server 2003 x64 editions 
·  Windows Vista Business 
·  Windows Vista Enterprise 
·  Windows Vista Home Basic 
·  Windows Vista Home Premium 
·  Windows Vista Starter 
·  Windows Vista Ultimate 
·  Windows XP 
·  Windows XP Professional x64 Edition 
 
Important:  Make sure you have the latest service pack and critical updates for the 
version of Windows that you are running. To find recent security updates, visit 
Windows Update at http://v4.windowsupdate.microsoft.com/en/default.asp. 

You must also be running Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.01 or later.  
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Trial, Registration and Activation 
After downloading the application you are presented with a free 30-day trial period. 
During these 30 days you can use the application without any restrictions. A pop-up 
window will appear every time you start the application telling you how many days 
are remaining. 
 
After buying the application, you will receive a serial number that unlocks the trial 
version. The process of entering the serial number is called product registration. This 
serial number will further be used in all communications between you and 
gymnastics-software. 
 
After entering the serial number, you need to do one final action, which is activating 
your license. Activation will link your serial number with your computer. We at 
gymnastics-software store this link in order to prevent activation of pirated copies. If 
you do not activate your license 30 days after registration, your copy of WAG 
Symbols won’t start anymore until you activate it. It’s worth noticing that you can 
activate your license on two different computers such as your desktop PC and your 
laptop PC. 
 

Free 30-day Trial 
Everybody can download the application at http://www.gymnastics-software.com/ and 
install it on as many computers as desired. After installing the software you have 30 
days to evaluate whether it’s worth buying your own copy. 
 
During the trial period a special window is displayed at startup: 
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The most important thing to know is that you need to click the [Try] button in order to 
launch the WAG Symbols application. 
 
The rest of the chapter explains the other items on this Trial window: 

 
 

1. Windows’ title: “This is a Trial” reminds you that you haven’t registered your 
copy and that it will stop working after the trial period. 

2. By Gymnastics Software: This is the place where a nice company logo should 
have been. Maybe we’ll fix that in the next release. 

3. Buy Now: If you click this button, your default web browser will open the 
gymnastics-software online shop where you can buy a license for the product. 

4. Register: If you have received a serial number, you click the Register button to 
enter that number. It will remove the trial limitation. 

5. Info:  Not important. When you click this button, this window will be 
displayed: 
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6. Try: Click this button to launch the WAG Symbols application. The button 
will be disabled after the trial period has expired. 

7. Cancel: Click Cancel if you don’t want to run the WAG Application. A final 
message box will pop up: 

 
Click OK to close it. 
 

8. Protected by Xheo Licensing: The anti-piracy software is designed by the 
Xheo Corporation. If you click their name, your browser will open Xheo’s 
website. 

9. Days remaining progress bar: The progress bar shows how many days of the 
free trial period are remaining. A full progress bar means the full 30 days are 
remaining. 

10. I already have a license: If you have a license file (you get one after buying 
the license) and you know where it is stored, you can click the link. You are 
then asked to browse for that file. It is another way to register the product, 
except that you don’t need an internet connection. 

11. xx days remaining: The number of free trial days remaining. 
12. A warning not to try to break the protection which is illegal. 

 
 

Registration 
Registering the software means you stop the free trial period and continue in 
unlimited mode. After buying a license you receive two things: a serial number and a 
license file. You need either the serial number or the license file. The easiest way to 
register is by using the serial number. Follow these steps: 
 

1. Launch the WAG Symbols application. The trial window will appear. Click 
the [Register] button. 
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2. In the registration window, fill in all fields and click [Register]: 

 
 
If you click [Don’t Register], this window simply closes. 
If you click [Remind Me Later], this window simply closes. 
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3. After successful registration, you are presented with the activation screen. The 
next chapter explains what it means and how it is done: 

 
 

Activation 

What is it? 
Software manufacturers are struggling with software piracy for decades now and a 
couple of solutions to protect their software became common practice. Since 
Windows XP, the world has learned the concept of Activation. Activation means that 
your software product will be activated – or become fully operational – after you 
gained permission from the software provider. To put it in other words, activation 
means asking permission to run the application on your computer. If you bought the 
application, you will get this permission. If you received a serial number from 
someone else, activation will fail. 
 
How does it work? The anti-piracy software (which is developed by Xheo) scans the 
hardware on your computer and creates a code that uniquely identifies your PC. That 
code is sent together with your serial number to gymnastics-software. If we cannot 
find in our database a link between your serial number and any computer, then you 
are the first to activate that specific serial number and activation will succeed. We 
allow that serial numbers are activated from two different computers, for example 
from your desktop PC and your laptop. 
 
If you received the serial number from a friend, activation will fail because in our 
database we see that the serial number is already linked to two other computers. 
 
I hope this clarifies the activation process. If for any reason activation fails or you 
want a personalized license scheme, don’t hesitate to contact us at info@gymnastics-
software.com.  
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Activate online 
If you have an internet connection, activation online is the way to go. All you have to 
do is click [Continue]: 
 

 
 
You can repeat this activation process for a second computer. 
 

Activate by email or phone 
If you don’t have an internet connection on the computer you want WAG Symbols to 
be installed or for whatever reason activation online fails, you will need a more 
complicated approach to get your license activated. 
 
Select the option [Activate by email or phone] and click [Continue]: 
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The next window will provide you with two important items: the serial number and 
your Machine Key (the code that is unique for your computer). This two items need to 
arrive somehow at gymnastics-software, so we can activate your license manually.  

 
 
Although the title suggests that it is possible to send this data by phone, it isn’t. We 
don’t have a company phone yet that can be reached 24/7 and therefore that option is 
not available (Xheo does not allow us to change the text of the option buttons). 
 
So you will need to email the serial number and machine key to gymnastics-
software.com. If you can send emails from the computer, click [Copy To Email]. This 
will open your default email application and fill in all necessary fields: 

 
 
If you cannot send an email from the computer you want to activate the software on, 
use another computer and send an email messages structured like the one above. Of 
course, use your own serial number and the machine key (Activation key) of the 
computer you want the software to be activated on. 
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We will answer your email as soon as possible. In the mean time, you should continue 
without activation (see next chapter). Click the [Back] button. 

 
 
When gymnastics-software has processed your request, an email similar to this one 
will be sent to you: 
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The next and final step is to launch the WAG Symbols application. When asked to 
activate choose the [Activate by Email] option again and click [Continue]. You’ve 
seen this window before except that now you have received the Unlock Code. Fill in 
this code and click [Continue] (if you select the unlock code in your email and copy it 
to the clipboard, it is filled in automatically): 

 
 
The WAG Symbols application will now start and you will never see any of the 
trial/registration/activation windows again. 
 

Continue Without Activation 
If you have no internet connection on your computer, you will need Activation by 
Email as explained in the previous chapter. In the mean time you can continue 
working with the application in its full glory. Remember though that you have only 30 
days to complete activation. After those 30 days, the application won’t work anymore 
until you activate the license. The number of days remaining can be seen on the 
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activation window: 

 
 

License Information 
You can always find your Serial Number and Machine Key in the information dialog 
box of the application. Click the round start button in the upper left corner of the 
application and choose [About]. The Application Information window shows the 
registration information in the second tab: 
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Working with WAG Symbols version 1.2.0 
 
The main window contains five distinctive parts, as shown in this picture: 
 

 
 

1. The Quick Access Panel: a place in the title bar to put often used buttons. 
2. The Start Button: This button opens a menu with two items: About and Exit. 
3. The Symbols Tab: This area contains the preview window and the Copy 

button. 
4. The Symbols Area: here you can browse all symbols. 
5. The Apparatus Tabs: the symbols are arranged by apparatus. Use the tabs to 

navigate between the apparatuses. 
 

Quick Start Reference 
This chapter teaches you in a few steps how to use the application. 
 

Using Copy and Paste 
 

1. Select the apparatus for which you need a symbol. The apparatus tabs are 
located at the bottom of the application: 
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2. Use the vertical scroll bar in the symbols area to search the symbol you need. 
Once found, click on it. The background will become blue, indicating it is 
selected. It will also be displayed in the preview window of the Symbols tab at 
the top of the window: 

 
 

3. Click the [Copy] button in the Symbols Tab. You have now copied the symbol 
to the clipboard. 

4. Paste the symbol in the application you want the symbol in: 

 
 

Using Drag and Drop 
 

1. Select the apparatus for which you need a symbol. The apparatus tabs are 
located at the bottom of the application: 
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2. Switch on [Always on Top]. This is the only button in the quick access panel. 
It will change color when selected: 

 
 
From this moment on, your window will remain always on top of other 
applications. It is best to move the application to the side of your screen, and 
make it not too wide so you have enough room for the application you want 
the symbols to drop. 
 

3. Use the vertical scroll bar in the symbols area to search the symbol you need. 
Once found, click it and drag it into your application. Dragging is done by 
holding the left mouse button while moving the mouse pointer to the location 
you want to drop the symbol. 
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WAG Symbols in Third Party Applications 
In this manual you can find some of the applications we have tested with WAG 
Symbols. Because we expect a lot of questions and feedback concerning other 
applications, we plan to dedicate a page on our website to keep track of compatibility 
issues. 
 

Tested applications 
The table below lists the applications that have been tested with WAG Symbols 
version 1.2.0. Check the subsequent chapters for a detailed investigation. 
 
Application Company Works with WAG Symbols 
Notepad 5.1 Microsoft Yes, set font manually 
WordPad 5.1 Microsoft Yes 
Word 2003 Microsoft Yes 
Excel 2003 Microsoft Yes, with obstacles 
 

Notepad 5.1 
Notepad is the most basic text editor and it comes with Windows. In Notepad you can 
select one and only one font to display your text. So if you want to edit WAG 
Symbols in Notepad, you need change the font to WAG Symbols. After that, you can 
use copy & paste to insert WAG symbols. Notepad does not support drag & drop. 
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WordPad 5.1 
WordPad also comes with Windows. This is a rich text format editor, which means 
you can change the format of your text: font, size, bold, underline, bullets, paragraphs, 
etc… WordPad works perfectly well with the WAG Symbols. No special tricks are 
needed. 
 

 
 

Microsoft Word 2003 
Word is part the Microsoft Office Suite. Since all Office products handle WAG 
Symbols different, we discuss them separately. 
 
There is no problem with Word. Drag & Drop as well as Copy and Paste work fine 
with WAG Symbols. 
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Microsoft Excel 2003 
It’s more difficult to work with WAG Symbols in Excel than in Word. The first 
picture shows the result of drag & drop from Word to Excel. The result in the sheet is 
as expected, however the text displayed in the formula bar is displayed using the 
wrong font, so it’s unreadable. This can be solved by changing the default font of 
Excel, but we do not recommend that you change the default font because the WAG 
Symbols font contains very few “normal” characters compared to the default (arial) 
font, and it is not optimized for normal text either. 
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Drag & Drop and Copy & Paste does work for the first part only, i.e. the symbols are 
copied into Excel but the font is not updated. The result looks like this: 

 
 
To see the symbols, you have to select the cells and change the font to WAG Symbols. 

 
 
 


